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M
any people ask what
my biggest surprise
has been since becom-

ing a council member. My
biggest surprise has been
closed-session meetings.
Closed-session meetings are
private meetings, which
include the mayor, city attorney
and city council. The city man-
ager and two other attorneys
who record the minutes are
also present. Sometimes,
depending on the subject mate-
rial, specific city staff will also join the
meeting, but the public is not allowed to be
present.

Closed-session meetings occur every
Tuesday morning and are held in the “green
room,” which is located behind the council
dais. The green room is large with a TV
monitor on the wall and a very large table
and chairs in the center. Mayor Chuck Reed
sits at one end of the table and Rick Doyle,
the city attorney, on the other.

The mayor leads the meeting agenda and
will recognize council members to speak.
Usually the city attorney starts the meeting
with information on pending and ongoing
litigation and threat of litigation. I have
found people love to sue the city. It could be
anything. Many times the council settles
out of court. Settling a case out of court
could be less costly than going to trial and

possibly losing and having to pay out more.
A part, $3.5 million, of the city budget is
allocated each year to legal settlements and
that amount is really a best guess since law-
suits do not follow statistical trends.

In order to prepare for closed sessions,
each council member receives
advance information in sealed
envelopes with the word “con-
fidential” on the front.

The city attorney will talk
about a case and then the
appropriate city staff will add
more detail or explain technical
issues. After that particular case
is done then the next group of
city staff will join us to start on
another issue.

Some of the confidential mat-
ters are personnel-related. The
one that attracted the most
attention lately was the issue of
our former city auditor. We

received reams of paper that we needed to
read through, and as with all closed-session
material, it cannot be shared with staff. It
adds another level of stress knowing that
you are reading information that impacts a
person’s career.

Labor negotiations are also covered in
closed sessions. It is similar to talking about
litigation; however, instead of talking about
winning or losing, it is more of a discussion
about balancing resources and priorities.

All comments that are made in closed
session are confidential and not to be
revealed to anyone, including staff and fam-
ily. We are allowed to talk about closed ses-
sion items in generalities, but not specific
cases or quotes from other council members
or staff.

Closed session meetings are serious busi-
ness.
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2008 Best of Willow Glen
Updated monthly... from

Willow Glen readers’ votes!

Vote now for your favorites!
Best RRestaurant: John’s XXlnt FFoods
Best BBreakfast: Café San JJose
Best AAuto RRepair: Big DD AAutomotive
Best QQuick llunch: Aqui
Best PPizza: Pizza MMy HHeart
Best CCommunity EEvent: Willow GGlen FFoundation FFundraiser
Best LLandscaper: Lifescapes
Best DDental OOffice: Doug RRoth
Best CChiropractor: Dr. MManfred AAlkhas
Best FFlower SShop: D’anna’s
Best HHouse CCleaner: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best SSandwich: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best PPediatrician: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best CCarpet CCleaner: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best BBeauty SSalon: Salon DDeVie
Best SSkin CCare: La CChoza
Best SSalon/Spa: La CChoza
Best JJeweler: Mann’s JJewelers
Best VVeterinarian: Cambrian AAnimal HHospital
Best PPlace tto UUse YYour LLaptop: Monsieur BBean
Best CCandy SShop: Powell’s oon LLincoln AAvenue
Best PPlace ffor aa FFirst DDate: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best WWaitress: Emma aat CCafé SSan JJose
Best PPet SSitting CCompany: Lil’ CChick PPet SSitters
Best YYouth CCoach: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best PPet SStore: Sam’s DDowntown FFeed
Best MManicure/Pedicure: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best MMassage: La CChoza
Best SSoup: Greek LLemon aat JJohn’s XXlnt FFoods
Best TTeacher(s): Willow GGlen HHigh SSchool TTeachers
Best TTeacher ((Private): Carly RRoben aat SSt. CChristopher’s SSchool
Best PPlace tto GGet FFit: Adventure BBoot CCamp
Best CCommunity VVolunteer: WG pparent BBarbara LLutze-BBremner
Best PPark: Vasona
Best AArchitectural BBeauty: Cambrian CCommunity CCenter
Best PPreschool: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best CCoffeehouse: Monsieur BBean
Best PPlace tto WWalk TThe DDog: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best PPlace tto IImpress VVisitors: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best TTravel AAgency: E-mmail yyour vvote nnow!
Best PPersonal TTrainer: Brett aat PPrime PPhysique

Cast your votes today!
Mail your votes to: Best of Willow Glen

1310 Tully Rd. Suite 112,
San Jose, CA 95122

Or email your favorites to:

jocelyn@timesmediainc.com
Limit: 1 email allowed per month per address!

Real Estate
Continued from previous page
homeowner in trouble to get out without

losing everything. This will enable them to
get back on their feet more quickly, as well.

While every homebuyer must understand
the risks with any investment, one must
understand that when purchasing a home,
it is just that – a home. We all must live
somewhere.

If a buyer purchases a home with an
expectation of a quick return on their
money, they may be disappointed. But the

savvy buyer will understand the true mean-
ing of home and respect and treat it as such.
Yes, it’s an investment, but it is so much
more. Most of us have had a number of
memorable events that are tied to our home
- marriage, birth of children, grandchildren,
holidays, family dinners, rearing chil-
dren…the list goes on and on. So while liv-
ing in a home, why not have a home that
doubles as a great investment?

Donna Nardi is a Realtor and Senior Real
Estate Specialist with Prudential California
Realty in San Jose. You may reach her at
d o n n a . n a r d i @ p r u r e a l t y . c o m ,
www.HappyWay Home.com, 408-313-3169.
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